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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



L (Currently Amended) An image forming device management system, comprising: 
a plurality of image forming devices; 

a central service station for providing a maintenance service for the image forming 
devices; and 

a communicationSeontrol unit connected to each of the image forming devices by a 
signal line, the communication control unit connecting one of the image forming devices to 
the central service station by a communication network, 

each of the image forming^evices being configured to detect a transmission fault 
from at least one of the central service\station and the communication control unit over a 
predetermined period through a process periodically initiated proc e ss by each of the image 
forming devices and to display a signal line separation message when the image forming 
device detects the transmission fault from at least one of the central service station and the 
communication control unit over the predetermined period. 



2. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein each of the 
image forming devices is configured to detect the transmission fault from the communication 
control unit over the predetermined period based on a response of the image forming device 
to a selecting of the communication control unit to the image forming device. 

3. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein each of the 
image forming devices is configured to detect the transmission fault from the central service 



1 This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
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station ovbr the predetermined period based on a response of the image forming device to a 
selecting of the central service station to the image forming device. 

4. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein each of the 
image forming devicesus configured to detect the transmission fault from the communication 
control unit over the predetermined period based on a response of the image forming device 
to a polling of the communication control unit to the image forming device. 

5. (Previously Presented) Vhe system according to claim 1, wherein each of the 
image forming devices includes a communication interface unit having a terminal connected 
to the communication control unit, andVach of the image forming devices is configured to 
detect the transmission fault from the corrmiunication control unit over the predetermined 
period based on a detected voltage of the terminal of the communication interface unit. 

6. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein each of the 
image forming devices includes a connection detecting circuit having an input connected to 
the communication control unit, and each of the imaget forming devices is configured to 
detect the transmission fault from the communication control unit over the predetermined 
period based on an output of the connection detecting circuit. 



7. (Currently Amended) An image forming device management system, comprising: 
a plurality of image forming devices; 

a central service station for providing a maintenance service Jipr the image forming 
devices; and 
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a communication control unit connected to each of the image forming devices by a 
signal line, theveommunication control unit connecting one of the image forming devices to 
the central service^ation by a communication network, 

each of the ima^e forming devices being configured to detect a transmission fault of 
the communication control unit over a predetermined period through a process periodically 
initiated proc e ss by each of the lhaage forming devices and to display a signal line separation 
message when the image forming device detects the transmission fault from the 
communication control unit over the predetermined period, and 

wherein said display of the signal line s&paration message indicates a transmission 
fault along the signal line between the image forming^device and the communication control 
unit. 



8-29. (Cancelled) 



30. (Currently \mended) An image forming device management system, 
comprising: 

a plurality of means forNxnage forming; 

maintenance service means^rovided for the plurality of means for image forming; 

and 

means for communicating and controlling, connected to each of the means for image 
forming by a signal line, the means for communicating and controlling connecting one of the 
means for image forming to the maintenance servicfcu means by a communication network, 

each of the means for image forming being configured to detect a transmission fault 
from at least one of the maintenance service means and the r^eans for communicating and 
controlling over a predetermined period through a process perioaically initiated proc e ss by 
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each of the means for image forming and to display a signal line separation message when the 
means for imaga forming detects the transmission fault from at least one of the maintenance 
service means ana^he means for communicating and controlling over the predetermined 
period. 

31. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 30, wherein each of the 
means for image forming is configured to detect the transmission fault from the means for 
communicating and controlling^ ver the predetermined period based on a response of the 
means for image forming to a selecting of the means for communicating and controlling to 
the means for image forming. 

32. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 30, wherein each of the 
means for image forming is configured to cretect the transmission fault from the maintenance 
service means over the predetermined period cased on a response of the means for image 
forming to a selecting of the maintenance service means to the means for image forming. 

33. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 30, wherein each of the 
means for image forming is configured to detect the transmission fault from the means for 
communicating and controlling over the predetermined ppriod based on a response of the 
means for image forming to a polling of the means for corfynunicating and controlling to the 
means for image forming. 



34. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 30, wherein each of the 
means for image forming includes a communication interface unit waving a terminal 
connected to the means for communicating and controlling, and eachVf the means for image 
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forming is configured to detect the transmission fault from the means for communicating and 
controlling over the redetermined period based on a detected voltage of the terminal of the 
communication interface\nit. 



35. (Previously PresentecQ The system according to claim 30, wherein each of the 
means of image forming includes a connection detecting circuit having an input connected to 
the means for communicating and controlling, and each of the means for image forming is 
configured to detect the transmission faulfSfrom the means for communicating and 
controlling over the predetermined period bafced on an output of the connection detecting 
circuit. 



36. (Currently Amended) A means for imag^ forming management, comprising: 
a plurality of means for image forming; 

maintenance service means provided for the meaAs for image forming; and 
means for communicating and controlling connected to each of the means for image 
forming by a signal line, the means for communicating and coWolling connecting one of the 
means for image forming to the maintenance service means by aVommunication network, 

each of the means for image forming being configured to detect a transmission fault 
from the means for communicating and controlling over a predetermined period through a 
process periodically initiated proc e ss by each of the means for image processing and to 
display a signal line separation message when the means for image formink detects the 
transmission fault from the means for communicating and controlling over thespredetermined 
period. 
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